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Application/Control Number: 10/020,880 
Art Unit: 3762 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published unde r section 1 22(b), by 
anothe fited in the United States before the invention by the appl.cant for patent or (2) a patent 

of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1 -1 1 , 31 -35, 38 and 39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Ferek-Petric et al. U.S. Patent No. 6,473,638. 

Referring to claims 1 , 1 1 and 31 , Ferek-Petric discloses a system for transmitting 
medical data obtained from a person to website comprising: 

• A computer system accessible to said person, said computer having at 
least one simple port for receiving data in a prescribed form (20); signal 
means for obtaining data from a said person; transform means for 
transforming said data to simple port (Fig. 1 B) 
. A circuit connection for connecting said transformed data to said simple 

port (Fig. 1B) 

. Said computer system having web site means for connecting through the 
internet to a web site (column 13, lines 39-43). 
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Referring to claims 2 and 34, wherein said computer system comprises a PC 
having a keyboard port, and said circuit connection connects said transformed data to 

said keyboard port (Fig. 1 B). 

Referring to claims 3 and 35, wherein said computer system comprises a PC 
having a mouse port, and said circuit connection has for connecting said transformed 

data to said mouse port (Fig. 2). 

Referring to claim 4, wherein the person has an implanted medical device, said 
signal means comprises a pacemaker programmer for receiving cardiac signals from 
the implanted medical device, and said transform means comprises means for 
transforming said cardiac signals into data acceptable for said simple port (column 9 

line 62 - column 10 line 6). 

Referring to claim 6, wherein said computer system has a mouse and a mouse 
port, and said circuit connection comprises a switch for providing a switchable 
connection between said transform means and said mouse port (Fig. 2). 

Referring to claim 32, wherein said patient has an implanted pacemaker type 
device, comprising collecting data with said pacemaker type device and downloading 
said data with said pacemaker type device and downloading said data to a 
transmit/receive device, and transferring said data to said portable data transforming 

device (Fig. 1B). 

Referring to claim 33, comprising providing a signal pickup device (22) and using 
said signal pickup device to obtain said patient medical data and connecting said signal 
device to said portable data transforming device (Fig. 1A). 
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Referring to claim 38, comprising using EKG device to obtain a patient EKG, and 
transferring said patient EKG to said portable data transforming device (Fig. 2). 
3. Claims 1-39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Nelson 

■ 

et al. U.S. Patent No. 6,564,104. 

Referring to claims 1, 11, 15 and 31, Nelson discloses a system for transmitting 
medical data obtained from a person to website comprising: 

• A computer system accessible to said person, said computer having at 
least one simple port for receiving data in a prescribed form (318); signal 
means for obtaining data from a said person; transform means for 
transforming said data to simple port (Fig. 1 ) 

• A circuit connection for connecting said transformed data to said simple 
port (Fig. 1) 

• Said computer system having web site means for connecting through the 
internet to a web site (column 8, lines 37-43). 

• Providing the patient with a patient computer that has at least one simple 
bi-directional port, and logging on from said patient computer to a website 
(318) 

• Transmitting said data from said patient computer to said website over the 
internet (Fig. 3). 

Referring to claim 12, further comprising a website at remote computer, each of 
the local computer and said remote computer being connected to the internet, and said 
local computer having software for transmitting said transformed data over the internet 
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to said remote computer and for receiving messages back from said remote computer 
(Fig. 3). 

Referring to claim 17, wherein said patient has an implanted medical device 
comprising: telemetering data from said implanted device and receiving said data in an 
external T/R device, connecting said data from said T/R device to said portable 
interface unit, and logging onto a website from a patient computer (Fig. 3). 

Referring to claim 19, comprising sending a command signal from said web site 
and transmitting said command signal through said port, said interface device and said 
T/R device to said implanted medical device (column 15, lines 3-31). 

Referring to claim 24, comprising positioning a medical device as source for 
obtaining medical data from a patient, transferring said data to a portable interface unit, 
and transferring said data in said interface unit (column 15 line 65 - column 16 line 20). 

Referring to claim 25, comprising obtaining cardiac signal data from an implanted 
pacemaker type device, telemetering said data to a pacemaker type device, and 
connecting said telemetered data through said portable interface unit to said patient 
computer (column 10, lines 21-49). 

Referring to claim 36, comprising receiving and analyzing said data at said 
website, and transmitting reply data to a said computer to which the patient has access 
(column 20 lines 18-47). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
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A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

7. Claims 40-48 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as anticipated by or, in the 
alternative, under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious over Nelson et al. U.S. Patent No. 
6,418,346. 

Referring to claim 40, Nelson discloses a portable battery powered device for 
transferring data between a patient's implanted pacemaker and a computer the 
computer having at least one simple port, the pacemaker having a telemetry system for 
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sending signals to an external receiver (Fig 6A and 6C), said portable device 
comprising: 

• A receiver for receiving data signals from said pacemaker 

• Transform means for transforming said data into a form adapted for entry 
through said simple port (Fig 6A and 6C) 

• Download means operable by a patient for transferring said transformed 
data to said port, said download means having an input/output port, 
whereby said data can be downloaded into a computer by said patient 
when said input/output port is connected to said computer (Fig 6A and 
6C). 

Nelson discloses the claimed invention except for encoding data and decoding 
data from signal means. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to modify the device of Nelson, to include 
encoding and decoding signals means since it was well known in the art to include 
encoding and decoding signal means to ensure proper security while transmitting data. 

Referring to claim 42, comprising selection means for selecting alternately storing 
said transformed date or downloading it to a computer (column 14, lines 5-8). 

Referring to claim 43, comprising selection means for providing a plurality of 
options for receiving data and transmitting data (Fig. 5). 

Referring to claim 45, comprising a plurality of input ports, and selection means 
for selecting one of said input ports for interconnection of said device to an external 
source of data (Fig. 1). 
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Referring to claim 47, wherein said algorithm means comprises keyboard means 
for transforming said data into a form adapted for entry through a computer keyboard 
(Figs. 1 and 5). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Roderick Bradford whose telephone number is (703) 
305-3287. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 7 a.m. - 4 p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Angela Sykes can be reached on (703) 308-5181. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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